The INBio was founded in 1989 as a private, nonprofit organization for the public good. The Institute's strategies are to develop an inventory of fauna and flora and to publicize and promote the nondestructive use of biodiversity by the commercial world. The INBio views biodiversity as "a potentially powerful engine for intellectual and economic development." Biological prospecting is fostered by the Institute with the anticipated financial rewards that will make the program self-supporting and provide funds for maintaining the natural diversity of the country. User fees are charged and royalties are negotiated from the sale of any products that result from the biological materials collected in Costa Rica. Principles, potential rewards, and problems of bioprospecting have been discussed by Reid et al. (2) .
While biodiversity can be a powerful engine for intellectual and economic development, current laws frequently fail to ensure that indigenous people receive any benefits when companies develop products that use the biological researches of another country. These concerns were raised in a two-day conference on Biodiversity and Human Health held last April in Washington, DC (3) . During the conference, the United States National Cancer Institute reported that it had developed legal agreements to guarantee that countries would receive financial rewards and scientific assistance for their contributions to new drug discoveries. It was also emphasized that a holistic approach is needed to preserve biodiversity as a source for future discoveries. Entire ecosystems and cultures must be preserved, not just a single species. So Costa Rica is not alone in linking economic development and biodiversity preservation; but because of the unique attributes of the country, including its size, political stability, and ecological awareness of its population, Costa Rica may represent the best chance for success.
Ah, but all is not perfect in this paradise as deforestation of lands outside of the national parks and reserves continues. The demand for land remains high because of activities such as a growing cattle industry and the migration of expanding populations into virgin land areas previously considered unsafe because of war. On top of these added stresses, the Government is trying to cope with the problem of sometimes poorly managed and chronically underfunded biological reserves and refuges, the conflict between the agricultural expansionists and environmentalists, and potential reversion of land currently in the national park system back to private use because of lack of funds to honor the previous purchase agreements.
Will Costa Rica succeed? I expect they will. My confidence is supported by the observation that there is widespread appreciation of nature among the citizens of Costa Rica. People talk about the birds and the monkeys. They can identify trees and plants. 
